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The Impact of Faster Payments on Financial 
Fraud : A Growing Concern 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The rise of faster payment systems has revolutionized the way transactions are conducted, 
offering consumers and businesses unprecedented speed and convenience. However, this 
rapid evolution also brings significant challenges, particularly in the realm of financial 
fraud. 

The Shift to Faster Payments and Increased Vulnerability  

Faster payment systems, such as Real-Time Payments (RTP) networks, same day ACH, 
SWIFT enable instant fund transfers, 24/7. While this offers numerous benefits, it also 
creates new opportunities for fraudsters, money launderers and tax evaders to move 
money faster through financial networks. The immediacy of these transactions makes it 
difficult to reverse fraudulent activity, leading to significant financial losses   

Emerging Fraud Trends  
 

 Authorized Push Payment (APP) Scams: Fraudsters manipulate victims into 
authorizing payments under false pretenses, often exploiting the speed of faster 
payments.  

 Account Takeover: Criminals gain unauthorized access to accounts and initiate 
fraudulent transactions, leveraging faster payments to quickly move funds.  

 Peer-to-Peer Fraud: Fraudsters exploit peer-to-peer payment platforms to transfer 
stolen funds rapidly, making it challenging to trace the illicit activity.  

 Synthetic Identity Fraud: Criminals create fake identities to open accounts and 
conduct fraudulent transactions, often using faster payments to quickly cash out.  

 Mule Accounts: Fraudsters use compromised or newly created accounts to launder 
stolen funds, taking advantage of faster payment systems to move money across 
borders. 

 Elder Abuse: Scammers often target older adults, exploiting their trust and 
vulnerability to initiate fraudulent transactions. 
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The Need for Enhanced Security Measures 

To combat these emerging threats, financial institutions and consumers must adopt robust 
security measures:  

• Real-time Fraud Detection: Implementing advanced fraud detection systems that can 
analyze transactions in real-time.  

• Enhanced Customer Education: Raising awareness about the risks associated with faster 
payments and educating consumers on how to protect themselves.  

• Stronger Authentication: Utilizing multi-factor authentication and biometrics to 
strengthen account security.  

• Robust Fraud Monitoring and Investigation Teams: Dedicated teams to investigate 
suspicious activity and take prompt action.  

• Collaboration and Information Sharing: Sharing information and best practices with other 
financial institutions to combat fraud collectively.  

Understanding the evolving landscape of financial fraud and adopting proactive measures, 
we can mitigate the risks associated with faster payments and ensure the security of our 
financial systems. 


